
Allerdale Borough Council 
 

Licensing Committee –28 January 2015 
 

Hackney Carriage Vehicles 
Review of Table of Fares 

 
  
The Reason for the Decision Annual consideration of current table of fares   
 
Summary of options considered 

 
To be considered in line with the Licensing 
Committee decision to review the fares on an 
annual basis and to choose one of the two 
recommendations 

  
Recommendations a) Retain the table of fares as existing; or 

b) Change the table of fares and determine to 
what level 

  
Financial/ Resource Implications Advertisement costs to the Council if 

amendments to the table of fares. 
  
Legal Implications Advertising and other statutory procedures to 

follow to ensure any amendments are legally 
valid. 

  
Community Safety Implications None 
  
Health and Safety and Risk 
Management Implications 

None 

  
Equality Duty considered / Impact 
Assessment completed 

No 

  
Wards Affected All 
  
The contribution this decision would 
make to the Council’s priorities 

N/A 

  
Is this a Key Decision No 
  
Portfolio Holder Councillor K Hansen  
  
Lead Officer  Gillian Collinson – Senior Land Charges & 

Licensing Officer. Tel: 01900 702692 
gillian.collinson@allerdale.gov.uk  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Report Implications  
 
Community Safety N Employment (external to the Council) N 

Financial  Y Employment (internal) N 

Legal Y Partnership N 

Social Inclusion N Asset Management N 

Equality Duty N Health and Safety N 

 
Background papers – Comparison of table of fares nationally and locally, Extract from 
Fuel price reports, Fuel Price Comparison Table. 
 
1.0 Introduction 
 
1.1 The principal features of a hackney carriage are: it can carry passengers for hire 

and reward; it can be hailed by a prospective passenger; and it can park on a 
rank to await the approach of passengers. It must be driven by a driver who holds 
a hackney carriage drivers licence.  

 
1.2 The Local Authority lays down conditions to regulate hackney carriage vehicles 

such as the type that can be used and for hackney carriage drivers to assess 
suitability and propriety of the individual.  

 
1.3 The Local Authority can also fix the rates or fares within the borough that a 

hackney carriage proprietor can charge for his services. This can cover time, 
distance and all other charges in connection with the hire of a vehicle and is 
known as the “table of fares” Once the fares are set the hackney proprietor must 
have the meter in the vehicle calibrated to those fares and sealed to prevent 
tampering. This is the maximum that can be charged but a proprietor does have 
discretion to charge less than the meter price. The meter must always be used 
for each fare and display the current table of fares. There is also a separate tariff 
card which is displayed in the vehicle for the passengers benefit. 

 
1.4 This authority reviews the table of fares on an annual basis in conjunction with a 

consultation with the taxi trade. It takes place at the January meeting of the 
committee in order that any proposed increases in licence fees can be taken into 
consideration. The fares are fixed in accordance with Section 65(1) of the Local 
Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976. If Members agree to vary the 
fares subject to confirmation from Council this must be published in at least one 
newspaper circulating in the Borough. Following the publication of such Notice, 
the new table of fares will come into operation on 1 April 2015 provided no 
objections are received. If objections are received either from the trade or the 
public, the item is referred back for consideration. 

 
1.5 The last variation of the table of fares by this Authority was on 1 June 2010. The 

change consisted of an increase to Tariff 1 from 260 pence to 290 pence, an 
increase from 36 pence to 39 pence for each subsequent 1/5 of a mile and the 
waiting time. It also included additions to Tariff 3; which traditionally deals with 
bank and public holidays.  



 
 
 
1.6 The current table of fares for Hackney Carriage vehicles is as follows: 

 
 

Distance  
(Tariff 1) 

 

  If the distance does not exceed 1.6 kilometre (1 mile) for the 
whole distance  

 
290 pence 

If the distance exceeds 1.6 kilometre (1 mile) for the first kilometre 
(1 mile) 

 
290 pence 

For each subsequent 0.32 (1/5 of a mile) or uncompleted part 
thereof 

 
39 pence 

  
Waiting Time  
  For each period of three minutes or uncompleted part thereof 39 pence 
  
Extra Charges  

  (Tariff 2)  
For hiring commenced between Midnight and 6am 

PLUS 50% 
OF TARIFF 1 

  (Tariff 3)  
All day on Bank and Public Holidays including Easter Sunday, 
Boxing Day and any Bank Holidays given in lieu of Boxing Day 
and to 4am on the day following those listed above. Hirings 
commenced between 6pm and Midnight on Christmas Eve and 
New Years Eve 

 
 
 
 

PLUS 75% 
OF TARIFF 1 

  (Tariff 4)  
Christmas Day and New Years Day 

PLUS 100% 
OF TARIFF 1 

  For each article of luggage conveyed outside the passenger 
compartment or the carriage for the whole distance 

 
15 pence 

For each person in excess of two  50 pence 

  
Fouling Charge £50.00 

  
The above rates of fare are applicable to: 
 
1. Journeys taken entirely within the Borough of Allerdale. 
2. Journeys ending outside the Borough of Allerdale where no fare or rate is 
agreed in advance of such journeys between the hirer and the driver.  

 
 
2.0 Background Information 
 
2.1 The table of fares are reviewed on an annual basis. For Members information 

previous year’s amendments have been as follows: 
 

i 10/3/1999 • increase from £1.60 to £1.80 for first mile  

• increase from 26 pence to 30 pence for each 1/5 of 
a mile 

• increase in three minute waiting charge from 32 to 
35 pence. 

 
ii 23/2/2000 • increase from £1.80 to £2.00 for first mile  

• increase from 30 pence to 32 pence for each 1/5 of 



a mile (members originally recommended that Tariff 
2 commence at 11pm. However this was amended 
to midnight at full Council on 12 January 2000). 

 
iii 01/4/2002 • increase from £2.00 to £2.20 for first mile 

• increase from 32 pence to 36 pence for each 1/5 of 
a mile 

• increase in three minute waiting charge from 35 to 
36 pence 

• fouling charge increased from £25 to £50. 
 

iv      01/4/2003    • Licensing Committee recommended an increase but 
was not accepted by Full Council. The tariff 
remained unchanged. 

 
v 01/4/2004 • Only Tariff 3 amended to include between 6.00pm 

and Midnight on Christmas Eve and New Years 
Eve. 

 
vi 01/4/2005  • Increase of Tariff 1 from £2.20 to £2.40 for first mile. 

 
vii 01/4/2006 • No change. 

 
viii 01/4/2007    • Increase of Tariff 1 from £2.40 to £2.60 for first mile 

• For each person in excess of two from 25p to 50p. 
 

ix 01/4/2008 • No change. 
 

x 01/4/2009 • Tariff 3 extended to 4am on days following bank 
and public holidays. 

 
xi 01/6/2010   • Tariff 1 and 3 amended as per paragraph 1.5. 

 
xii 
 
xiii 
 
xiv 

01/04/2011 
 
01/04/2012 
 
01/04/2013 

• No change. 
 

• No change. 
 

• No change. 
 

3.0  Responses from the Trade  
 
3.1 Consultation has been carried out with the trade and to date two responses have 

been received. Details are below. Additional comments may be received prior to 
the meeting and they will be circulated in advance. Any person responding to the 
consultation has been invited to attend the meeting.  

 
3.2 Mrs McKenzie (Sue’s Taxis) – I would be dismayed if the council increased the 

tariff this year especially in light of recent events to try to encourage drivers to 
charge meter prices.  Until all drivers in Allerdale implement meter prices, I see 
no benefit in an alteration. We have also seen a drop in fuel prices this year.  

 
3.3 Mr I C McClure (I.C.Travel) – In considering my response I have looked at the 

national rates and find that Allerdale are in the cheapest band in the UK. I also 



note that the fares have not changed in over five years. I also note the comments 
from the last consultation and that it’s a shame only four proprietors responded. 
With this in mind my view is that the minimum fare should rise to £3.20 and the 
meter rate increased pro rate %. The £35 cost to re-calibrate a meter would be 
recouped in the next 100 fares, in my case approximately one week’s trading and 
I am happy to absorb this cost.  

 
4.0      Comparison of Table of Fares 

 
4.1  The National Fares Table dated January 2015 is attached (Source: PHTM Jan 

2015 – Private Hire Taxi Monthly – Official newspaper of National Private Hire 
Association). Out of 365 authorities published Allerdale falls at position 325 
therefore in the lower sector of tariff charging.  

 
4.2 Detailed Tables of Fares from all councils in the county are attached for 

information.  
 
5.0      Fuel Price Report (Source: AA) 
 
5.1 For Members information the following are extracts from the Fuel Price Report. 

The first one from one year ago and the second being the most recently available 
from December 2014. 

 
  January 2014 
 

The average UK petrol price has fallen close to where it was in February 2011, 
helped by the strength of the pound against the dollar and better competition 
between supermarkets and in more rural / coastal towns. Oil: $108 a barrel.  
 
Unleaded prices are down 0.7p from 131.2 ppl to 130.5 ppl. Diesel prices have 
fallen 0.4p from 138.6 ppl to 138.2 ppl. The price difference between unleaded 
and diesel has increased slightly to 7.7 ppl. 
 
The North and London have recorded the lowest price for unleaded at 130.1 
ppl. 

 
5.2 Extract from Fuel Price Report December 2014 
 

An intense pump price battle between supermarkets and some independent 
retailers has produced the third biggest monthly fall in the price of petrol during 
the past 25 years. Average petrol prices are back to levels last seen in the 
autumn of 2010.  
 
Unleaded prices are down 6.6p from 122.9 ppl to 116.3 ppl. Diesel prices have 
fallen 5.2p from 127.4 ppl to 122.2 ppl. The price difference between unleaded 
and diesel has increased to 5.9 ppl.  



 
6.0      Fuel Price Comparisons (Source: Petrol Prices.com) 
 
6.1 The table below shows fuel price comparisons according to post code as of 14 

January 2015. 
 
  

 CA14 CA13 CA7 CA12 

HIGHEST 

Petrol 107.9 Petrol 112.9 Petrol 110.9 Petrol 110.9 

Diesel 114.9 Diesel 118.9 Diesel 116.9 Diesel 116.9 

LOWEST 
Petrol 104.9 Petrol 112.9 Petrol 110.9 Petrol 109.9 

Diesel 111.9 Diesel 118.9 Diesel 114.9 Diesel 116.9 

 
7.0      Information for Consideration 
 
7.1 Members are asked to consider the current table of fares taking into 

consideration the following:  
 

a) The responses from the consultation with the trade. 
b) Currently the vehicle and drivers licence fees are £130.00 and £70.00 

respectively. At the writing of this report it is not known whether fees will 
be increased in 2015/16. These fees have been static since 1 April 2012.   

c)   Comparison of table of fares nationally and locally.  
 d) Extract from Fuel price reports. 
 e) Fuel Price Comparison Table. 
 

 
8.0  Recommendation 

 
8.1 Members to either: 

 
a) Retain the table of fares as existing; or 
b) Change the table of fares and determine to what level 

 
 

Gillian Collinson 
 Senior Land Charges and Licensing Officer 


